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Sc!ence 

Name: …………………… (     ) 
 
Class: ……………… 
 
Date: …… / …… / …… 

 

The Nature of Science – Of Sunsets, Souls and Senses 

 

Essential Questions 

What questions can science answer? Are there any limitations to science? How does “doing 

science” require us to use our senses? 

 

Instructions 

1. For each item below, indicate with a tick in the appropriate box () which items you think can 

 be investigated by science, and which items cannot. 

2. For each item below, indicate with a tick in the appropriate box () which senses you would 

 use to investigate those items. 

 

Item 

Can science 
study this item? 

Senses that can be used to study the item… 

Yes, it 
can 

No, it 
cannot 

Hear See Touch 
Smell / 
Taste 

Cannot be 
detected 
directly 

1. Earthquakes        

2. Viruses        

3. Angels        

4. Cells        

5. Flying Carpets        

6. Stars        

7. Mind Reading        

8. Souls        

9. Blue Sky        

10. Rainbows        

11. Heart Disease        

12. Dinosaur Bones        

13. Tides        

14. Witchcraft        

15. Flowers        
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Continued… 

Item 

Can science 
study this item? 

Senses that can be used to study the item… 

Yes, it 
can 

No, it 
cannot 

Hear See Touch 
Smell / 
Taste 

Cannot be 
detected 
directly 

16. Fairies        

17. Beautiful Music        

18. Love        

19. Ghosts        

20. Unicorns        

21. Beautiful Sunset        

22. Flying Saucers        

23. Atoms        

24. Pregnancy        

25. Weather        

26. Cancer        

27. Horoscopes        

28. Santa Claus        

29. God        

30. Origin of Life        

31. Extinct Life        

32. Murder not Seen        

33. Electricity        

34. Human Intelligence        
 

Reflection 

 Which of the 16 Habits of Mind and which critical thinking skills did you use during this activity? 

 At the end of the Nature of Science unit, review this activity once more and reflect on if / how 

 your perception of science has changed. 

 

 Activity adapted from Indiana University Bloomington, http://www.indiana.edu      Calvin and Hobbes © Bill Watterson. 
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 Scan the QR code given below to view the answers to this assignment. 

 

 

http://www.nygh.sg/nature_of_science/worksheets/4_sunsets_ans.pdf 

http://www.nygh.sg/nature_of_science/worksheets/4_sunsets_ans.pdf
http://www.nygh.sg/nature_of_science/worksheets/4_sunsets_ans.pdf



